
	

 

Press Release 

Help Create Canada’s Nature Selfie!  

(VICTORIA, BC – April 2, 2017) -  The public is invited to help join in the biggest and most accessible 
national wildlife inventory in Canada, with a special focus on Victoria’s endangered Garry Oak 
ecosystems. 

“We are excited to take part in this national effort to document the richness of our Canadian natural 
heritage, particularly in such important and sensitive areas as the Garry Oak ecosystems,” says the chair 
of the Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT), Dr Valentin Schaefer. “It’s an important record to 
have as we monitor the pressures on these endangered habitats, and a very hands-on way to bring the 
public’s attention to the amazing variety of species that depend on them.”  

On Saturday, April 22nd ---Earth Day---teams of plant, insect and wildlife experts will be taking part in a 
24-hour race to inventory as many species as possible at three, key Garry Oak sites in Victoria, BC, 
sharing their findings and techniques with the general public, leading guided tours of these sensitive 
sites and helping to identify species in photos uploaded by the public to iNaturalist.org . 

Uplands Park, the University of Victoria and Beacon Hill Park will be the focus of the Earth Day Bioblitz 
inventory. Trained experts will inventory species through the evening, nighttime, dawn and daytime 
hours for a comprehensive catalogue of the many species that occupy the Garry Oak habitats, 
including insects, wildflowers, marine and intertidal life, birds and more. 

From 9am to 1pm, the public will be invited to join in on guided tours though the sites, learn from expert 
naturalists about these special ecosystems and take their own photos of the species they encounter to 
add to the inventory. 

Members of the public can use a smartphone and the iNaturalist app (available on iTunes or Google 
Play) to take a photo along with a GPS coordinate and upload an observation to the online iNaturalist 
database, contributing to baseline information of Canada's wildlife. Users without a smartphone can 
submit their observations online at iNaturalist.org . 

Special activities and events for kids will also be available to help engage our future “citizen scientists”.   

The project is part of a national movement featuring 35 official bioblitz events across Canada as well as 
many independent wildlife surveys and sightings posted to iNaturalist, as part of Bioblitz Canada 150, a 
federal Canada 150 Signature Project under the Department of Canadian Heritage administered by 
the Canadian Wildlife Federation (CWF). The local event is a joint collaboration between GOERT, the 
University of Victoria’s Recovery of Natural Systems program, Friends of Uplands Park and the Victoria 
Natural History Society, under the umbrella of the Canadian Wildlife Federation. 

Rick Bates, CWF CEO and Executive Vice-President, says “Results of wildlife surveys across the country 
will help guide future conservation efforts for years to come. Everyone is invited to share the celebration 
the 150th anniversary of Confederation by immersing themselves in nature and the joy of scientific 
discovery.” 



	

Where: Follow signs at Uplands Park (Cattle Point), Beacon Hill Park (Arbutus Way) and University of 
Victoria (Mystic Vale). 
When: Saturday, April 22 2017. Public events from 9am – 1pm; scientific inventorying begins 6pm April 21 
through 6pm April 22 (by invitation only). 
What: Guided tours, demonstrations and activities for kids from 9am – 1pm April 22. The public will learn 
about “citizen science” and take part in the Bioblitz with the help of field experts. 
Cost: Free of charge. 

For more information and to get involved visit BioblitzCanada.ca. 
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About GOERT: 
The Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT) Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to 
the recovery of Garry oak and associated ecosystems in Canada and the species at risk that inhabit 
them. While the Society was incorporated in BC in 2007, and received charitable status in 2009, the 
organization has its roots in a long-standing multi-stakeholder partnership comprised of experts from all 
levels of government, non-governmental organizations, academic institutions, First Nations, volunteers 
and consultants who first came together in 1999 out of a common interest in conserving and restoring 
these unique ecosystems and the species that comprise them. 

About BioBlitz Canada:  
BioBlitz Canada is a national partnership of leading conservation, education and research 
organizations. The goal is to document Canada's biodiversity by connecting the public with nature in a 
scientist-led participatory surveys of life.  The vision is to help Canadians learn about and connect with 
nature, be it in one's own backyard or the most important ecological sites in Canada. For more 
information, visit BioBlitzCanada.ca 

About the Canadian Wildlife Federation:  
The Canadian Wildlife Federation is a national, not-for-profit charitable organization dedicated to 
fostering awareness and appreciation of our natural world. By spreading knowledge of human impacts 
on the environment, carrying out research, developing and delivering education programs, promoting 
the sustainable use of natural resources, recommending changes to policy and co-operating with like-
minded partners, CWF encourages a future in which Canadians can live in harmony with nature. For 
more information visit CanadianWildlifeFederation.ca. 

Contacts:  

• Catherine Keogan and Britton Jacob-Schram, Victoria Bioblitz Coordinators: 
VictoriaBioblitz@gmail.com 

• Valentin Schaefer, GOERT chair and Faculty Coordinator of Restoration of Natural Systems 
Environmental Studies, University of Victoria: schaefer@uvic.ca 

• Heather Robison, CWF Media and Community Relations Officer: heatherr@cwf-fcf.org, (306) 540-
5302 

• Pamela Logan, CWF Director of Communications: pamelal@cwf-fcf.org, (613) 222-1405 

Stay Connected 

Facebook: Facebook.com/garryoakeco/ 
Twitter: @BioBlitzCanada, @CWF_FCF, @canada150th 
Hashtags: #Canada150 #Bioblitz150 
Websites: Goert.ca, BioblitzCanada.ca, iNaturalist.org 


